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SALFORD SCHOOLS FORUM

8th January 2014

Meeting commenced: 4.15 p.m.
“                 ended: 5.30 p.m.

PRESENT: School Members

Drew Povey                            -      Secondary Headteachers
James Inman 

Brian Pearson (Chair)         -      Secondary School Governors
Sheila Hamnett          

Jenny Langley                        -       Academy schools 
Alison Cookson 

Martin Hanbury (Vice Chair)   -       Special Schools
                              

Daniel Gauld      -      Primary Headteachers
Ann McQuirk                    

                               
Judith Elderkin     -      Primary School
Kenneth Hickman           Governors 
Andrew Sargeant             
Paula Howe 

Non-School Members

Debbie Ramsay                      -      Pupil Referral Units       
Alex Klein                                -      Faith Communities  
Leon Dowd                              -      14/19 Partnership 

Officers

Jon Stonehouse                      -      Deputy Director
Paula Flynn                             -      Asset Planning Officer     

                      Paula Summersfield               -      Principal Group Accountant    
Debbie Fulton                         -      Management Accountant – Schools  
Carole Chapman                -      Senior Democratic Services Advisor
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1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Lee Pridden.   
                                

2. MEMBERSHIP OF FORUM 

Members were informed that Alex Klein has been re-appointed to represent Faith 
Communities and his term of office therefore needs amending to March 2014 / March 
2018.
Leon Dowd is now representing the 14 / 19 Partnership in place of Jackie Moores.

There are two governor representatives, one from each sector, whose term of office is due 
to come to an end in January and February, therefore arrangements will be made to hold 
an election for each position.  

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the membership details will be amended to reflect the changes 
noted above. 
                      THAT (2) arrangements are made to hold an election in order to appoint a 
representative for a primary and secondary governor. 

3. FORUM RESOLUTIONS 

An update report was submitted providing details of the resolutions made by the Salford 
Schools Forum.

RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted   

4.        RECORD OF PREVIOUS MEETING   

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 4 December 2013, were approved 
as a correct record, subject to the amendment listed below.

 To correct the spelling of Debbie Ramsay’s surname. 
         

 5. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

 6.      PUPIL PLACE PLANNING 

Paula Flynn presented this report which provided an update on the provision of additional 
Primary school places required for September 2014 and requested approval for a level of 
£900k funding provision for the growth fund in 2014-15.

Members were informed that based on current projections for 2014 the Local Authority will 
need to make provision for an additional 6 forms of entry.
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Following discussions the members put this to a vote, which was carried unanimously with 
the proviso that the level of funding should state up to a maximum of £900k.  

RESOLVED: THAT Schools Forum approves the funding up to a maximum of £900k for 
the growth fund in 2014-15.

7.       DSG 2014 – 15

Paula Summersfield presented this report, the purpose of which was to update Schools 
Forum of the changes to funding allocations following notification of Salford’s Dedicated 
Schools grant settlement for 2014-15. 

Discussion took place around the proposal within the report to utilise the carry forward 
figure to write off any potential deficit resulting from the closure of St George’s RC 
High school, during which the following points were raised:-

 Currently it is difficult to anticipate the level of the deficit  
 Procedures to be adhered to in order to control the level of the deficit
 An Executive Headteacher is managing the process between the two schools
 Options available should the Forum members refuse the proposal

In conclusion, whilst members agreed the proposal in principle they were concerned about 
the fact that the amount is as yet unknown. It was agreed the decision would be deferred 
until the next meeting when further information should be available.  

A vote was then taken on the three proposals within the report.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) forum agrees the proposed treatment of the DSG increase
                                    THAT (2) the decision to approve the write off of any potential deficit 

budget at St George’s RC High School in 2014-15 is deferred to the next meeting.
                                 THAT (3) the decision to agree to fund the write off of the St George’s RC 

High School deficit budget from the carry forward balance in 2013-14 is deferred to the 
next meeting.                          

8.      UPDATE ON MEMBERS INDUCTION
                               
          Andrew Sargeant provided an update on the ongoing work being undertaken to produce an 

induction process for new Forum members. 

Following a lengthy discussion it was agreed that a further update would be provided at a 
future meeting, which includes more detail. A number of relatively new members also put 
their name forward to be included in the induction process. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information provided is noted.
                                 THAT (2) arrangements are made for the volunteer members to participate 

in the induction process. 
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9.      PARTICIPATION AND VOTING.

Brian Pearson (chair) informed members that he is currently in the process of reviewing 
the operational and good practice guidelines and suggested that he and the Vice Chair 
could look at producing some up to date standing orders for the Forum.

RESOLVED: THAT the information provided is noted. 

10.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

None raised.

11. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

As the date of the next meeting clashes with the Primary Headteachers meeting it was 
agreed that an alternative date would be identified and members notified accordingly. 


